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DETAILED ACTION 


1 . This office action is in response to amendment dated: 10/10/06. Based on this 
amendment, claims 25-43 have been added anew, in place of claims 1-24, which have been 
cancelled. 


3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record does not disclose, teach or suggest directly, or indirectly the 
following limitations in combinations with other limitations of the claims, as follows: 
As recited by claims 25; 

• transmitting data flames from a first base station to a mobile station in accordance 
with a first downlink data frame time offset, wherein said first downlink data 
frame time offset is measured from a channel flame timing associated with the first 
base station; 

• measuring a reception downlink time offset experienced at said mobile station 
between a first downlink transmission received from said fast base station and 
a second downlink transmission from a second base station; 

• communicating said measured reception downlink time offset from said mobile 
station to at least one of said first and second base stations; 


Allowable Subject Matter 


2. 


Claims 25-43 are allowed. 
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• determining a second downlink data frame time offset based on said measured 
reception downlink time offset, wherein said second downlink data frame time offset 
is measured from a channel flame timing associated with the second base station, 
wherein said first and second downlink data frame time offsets are in increments of 
a predetermined number of chips; 

• communicating said second downlink data frame time offset to said mobile 
station for said soft handoff operation; 

• transmitting data frames from said second base station to said mobile station 
in accordance with said second downlink data frame time offset, wherein data 
frames transmitted from said first and second base station carry the same data for 
said soft handoff operation.. 

As recited by claims 30 and 35; 

• measuring a reception downlink time offset experienced at a mobile station between a 
first downlink transmission received from a first base station and a second 
downlink transmission from a second base station; 

• communicating said measured reception downlink time offset from said mobile 
station to at least one of said first and second base stations; 

• receiving data frames from said first base station at said mobile station in 
accordance with a first downlink data flame time offset, wherein said first 
downlink data frame time offset is measured from a channel frame timing 
associated with the first base station; 
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• receiving a second downlink data frame time offset at said mobile station for said 
soft handoff operation, wherein said second downlink data frame time offset is 
determined based on said measured reception downlink time offset, and wherein 
said second downlink data flame time offset is measured from a channel frame 
timing associated with the second base station, and wherein said first and 
second downlink data frame time offsets are in increments of a predetermined 
number of chips; 

• As recited by claim 35 only, receiving data frames from said second base station 
at said mobile station in accordance with said second downlink data frame 
time offset, wherein data frames transmitted from said first and second base . 
stations carry the same data for said soft handoff operation. 

As recited by claims 38 and 41, 

• transmitting data frames from a first base station to a mobile station in accordance 
with a first downlink data frame time offset, wherein said first downlink data 
flame time offset is measured from a channel frame timing associated with the first 
base station; 

• receiving a measured reception downlink time offset from said mobile station at one 
of said first and second base stations, wherein said measured reception downlink time 
offset is the reception -me offset experienced at said mobile station between a first 
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downlink transmission from stud first base station and a second downlink 
transmission from a second base station; 

• determining a second downlink time offset based on said measured reception 
downlink time offset, wherein said second downlink data frame time offset is 
measured from a channel flame timing associated with the second base station, 
wherein said first and second downlink data flame time offsets are in increments era 
predetermined number of chips; 

• communicating said second downlink data frame time offset m said mobile station for 
said soft handoff operation; 

• transmitting data frames from said second base station to said mobile station in 
accordance with said second downlink data flame time offset, wherein data frames 
transmitted from said first and second base station carry the same data for said soft 
handoff operation.. 


Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Inder P. Mehra whose telephone number is 571-272-3170. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8AM to 5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on 571-272-4090. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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